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220 Geographical Literature and Maps 

favorable location is nearest the coast, so that on all these rivers new ports 
were built at their mouths creating a strong competition for the older places. 
In some eases, of which Hamburg is the most striking, permanency of location 
of large centers may be preserved. In other words, when a city, especially 
a commercial city, has grown to a certain size, too much capital is invested 
there to allow matters to go the natural way, so that every effort is made, 
regardless of cost, to preserve the former rank of the eitiy. Hamburg spent 
millions on deepening and enlarging her harbor, so that now she has again 
reduced Ouxhaven to a port of secondary importance. Similarly, Leipzig, when 
Halle threatened to develop dangerous competition owing to changed political 
conditions, made the most strenuous efforts to revive her earlier supremacy, 
and succeeded. 

In other cases, where the older city is not strong enough, such a struggle 
results in the creation of twin cities, such as Bremerhaven and Bremen, Heidel- 
berg and Mannheim. A geographical location which may be called artificial is 
given whenever the will of a sovereign interferes with the purely geographical 
conditions. Thus Augsburg and Munich, both controlling important passes 
across the Alps, were rivals of equal importance all through the Middle Ages, 
until the rulers of Bavaria made Munich their capital, whereupon it quickly 
outstripped the sister city. Berlin and Magdeburg are another instance of the 
same thing. However, if the choice of the ruler is against nature, he will find 
nature stronger than his will, as was shown in the case of Ludwigsburg versus 
Stuttgart, where the old residence got the better of her new rival. 

These few examples must suffice to show the method and points of view 
of the author, and also to show how interesting the ' ' geography of places ' ' 
can be when treated in a truly geographical way. M. K. Genthe. 

Germany of To-Day. By Charles Tower. Home University Library. 256 
pp. Index. Henry Holt & Co., New York. 50 cents. 7x4%. 
An unusual exposition of the present status of the German Empire. The 
early chapters are political in their aspect dealing with the functions and 
machinery of the Empire and the municipalities. A few chapters consider 
the aspects of education, the social and intellectual life, with fresh and vigor- 
ous treatment. The industrial life of the Empire is treated in two significant 
chapters, one on manufacturing, the second on agriculture, and together they 
give the crux of the German situation as it stands to-day. The author brings 
out well the great increase of manufacturing which is largely a recent 
development and the rapid decline of agriculture from 80 per cent, of the 
population at the beginning of the nineteenth century to less than 30 per 
cent, to-day. The book is to be highly recommended to those who desire a 
knowledge of the German Empire. Robert M. Brown. 

I/Espagne au XXe Siecle. Etude Politique et Ecormmiqne. Par Angel 
Marvaud. xiv and 515 pp. Map. Armand Colin, Paris, 1913. Pr. 5. 
8x5. 

Commercial and economic geography is emphasized in this book. Many 
statistics are given, but as the author constantly insists upon deficiencies in 
Spanish statistical work, many of his conclusions might be taken with mis- 
givings. He not infrequently contradicts himself and his general attitude 
towards his subject is that of a Frenchman and critic. Nothing is good in 
the unfortunate country; not even the climate finds grace. True it is that 
Spain is not exactly a paradise. The author's characterization of climate and 
soil as "arid" and not uniformly fertile is unfortunately true. As he says, 
the coast is not inviting to navigation and the largest streams partake of the 
nature of torrents rather than of rivers. With such natural drawbacks it is 
not easy for a people when emerging from nearly eight centuries of foreign rule 
and four centuries almost without peace to achieve, rapidly, material progress. 
This should be taken into consideration. Encouragement, not gloom, must be 
offered Spain, recognition of its efforts to remedy the errors of its past and 
to improve, even if timidly, the advantages of the present. 

Mr. Marvaud signals every effort made in Spain for improvement but 
never fails to conclude that these efforts are hopeless. The only possibility he 



